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LESSON PLAN

GOOD CITIZENSHIP

Middle School
Are you a Good Citizen?
	Not very often
	Sometimes
	As often as I can
	

	
	
	
	I participate in community service to help others

	
	
	
	I take responsibility for what goes on in my community by trying to do positive things

	
	
	
	I help take care of the environment

	
	
	
	I obey the law


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

1. Some people think that helping needy people is an important part of being a good citizen.  Do you agree?

2. What are some of the things in your community that need improving?

3. Agree or disagree:  I don’t have any responsibility to my school, my community, my country or anything else.  My only responsibilities are to myself.

4. What is social responsibility?  What does it have to do with being a good citizen?

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:

1. Identify a good citizen in your community.  Write a short essay on why he or she deserves that title.

2. Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about a problem in the community that needs to be addressed.  Identify ways the problem can be solved.
3. Think of some kind of volunteer work that you might like to do.  Describe it and tell why you think you would like it.  If you have done volunteer work in the past, describe what it was like and what you got out of it.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES:

1. Volunteer your time to do a fundraising project for Make-A-Wish(.  Develop ideas, assign tasks, implement the project and evaluate the outcome.

2. Have a brainstorming session about ways to improve your school and develop a plan for carrying out these changes.  Be sure this plan considers the students, teachers, administrators and everyone else who has a stake in your school.

Goals for Students using this Lesson Plan:
· Demonstrating an understanding of global citizenship

· Showing a sense of altruism

· Identifying some specific ways to make the world a better place

